A new species, Microchirita hairulii Rafidah (Gesneriaceae) from limestone hills in Perlis, Peninsular Malaysia, is described and illustrated. Diagnostic characters, description, detailed illustrations, geographical distribution, regional provisional conservation status assessment (Endangered) and ecological observations of the new taxon, as well as an updated key to Microchirita species in Peninsular Malaysia, are provided.
. Microchirita grows exclusively in limestone habitats and its species are also found in India, Myanmar, southern China, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Sumatra, Java and Borneo, with Thailand as the centre of biodiversity with 28 species (Puglisi and Middleton 2017) . Whilst conducting botanical exploration of limestone hills in Perlis under the limestone flora project for Peninsular Malaysia, I discovered an interesting Microchirita species on several limestone karst hills. The new species shows affinities with M. caliginosa, M. sericea in having a branched stem, pale purple corolla and hairy capsule. The new species also shows some similarities with M. viola. However, it is significantly different in the leaf shape, floral characters (flower size, indumentum of anthers) and seed characters (Table 1) . To confirm that this taxon is indeed a new species, herbarium specimens and spirit material were taken back to the Forest Research Institute Malaysia herbarium (KEP), and living materials collected and grown in the nursery of FRIM were examined. Microchirita hairulii is distinct from M. viola in the length of calyx lobes, 3-4 mm long, narrowly lanceolate (7-10 mm long, narrowly ovate in M. viola), corolla lobes very faintly striped or plain (conspicuous dark purple stripes in M. viola), having glandular hairs above the anthers, translucent pale brown (glandular hairs golden yellow, apically swollen in a cluster above the anther in M. viola) Description. Branched herb. Stems pale green or maroon green (in life), erect or sub-erect, if with a single leaf the stem elongated, flowering at c. 10 cm tall, shortly hairy, internodes 3.5-6.5 cm long. Leaves opposite, decussate, lowermost solitary; petiole pale green, 0.5-1.5 cm long, densely and shortly hairy; lamina ovate, 3.5-5.5(-9) × 2-2.5(-6.2) cm, yellowish green to dark green above, pale green to maroon beneath, thinly leathery (when fresh) or chartaceous (when dried), shortly hairy, base slightly cordate to cuneate, sometimes unequal, margin serrate, apex acute; midrib sunken above, prominent beneath, lateral veins 5-6 pairs, sparsely hairy, intercostal veins reticulate. Inflorescence epiphyllous, crested, 1-4-flowered, flowering from petiole base; bracts absent; pedicels green to maroon, to c. 1.2 cm long, glandular hairy. Flowers: calyx pale green, lobes almost divided to the base, 3-4 × 1-2 mm, acute, narrowly lanceolate, hairy outside, glabrous inside, margin entire; corolla tube very sparsely hairy outside, cream, 5-10 mm long, slightly curved, to c. 10 mm wide at the mouth, lobes very faintly striped, spreading, purple, throat cream, glandular hairs above the anthers, translucent pale brown, glistening; stamens 2, filaments whitish, inserted 6-8 mm from the base of the corolla, c. 4 mm long, straight, glabrous; anthers yellow, free or connate, without hairs, anther-thecae divergent, 1-2 mm long, staminodes 3, pale green, inserted c. 6 mm from the base of the corolla tube, 1.5-2 mm long; nectary pale yellow or cream, forming a complete ring, less than 1 mm high; pistil pale green, c. 1 cm long, ovary 2-4 mm long, c. 1.5 mm wide at the base narrowing to 0.5 mm be-
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